
BAINBRIDGE PARISH COUNCIL
  Minutes of the Annual Residents Meeting
Held at Sycamore Hall, Bainbridge
On Monday 18th May 2026

Present:
Cllr James Peacock	(Chair)                              Cllr. Thomas Tennant
Cllr Darren Percival : Vice Chair(joined later)	Cllr Miriam Cloughton 
Mrs Kate Kelly (Clerk)

1 member of the public present.

Apologies : Cllr Samantha Parfitt who is on holiday .

1. Minutes of the Last Annual Meeting

	Minutes of the meeting held on 20th May 2025 had been issued to Councillors. Cllr Cloughton proposed that they be adopted as a correct record of proceedings.  This was seconded by Cllr Tennant and agreed by all.  The Minutes were signed by the Chair.

2. Chairman’s Review of the Year

CHAIRMANS REPORT

Just a few thanks to begin with:

My fellow councilors for their time and work in the last year also Kate for her work she does as clerk, which is often above and beyond her role
We continue as a Council to work hard for our Parishioners both young & old.
The Village Park continues to be well used and is a real asset to the village.
This year we added the King Charles III Coronation Bench to the village green on the site of the former sycamore tree, using the wood from it.
The Bench was crafted by local, William Lambert and is a real focal point for the village. We thank William for the work in constructing and situating the bench.
We also purchased a new village lawn mower with the help of donations from TAPPAS society & Nick Temple-Heald.
Andrew Bussey continues to mow the grass, D Dinsdale who strims and other volunteers also help make the village look good during the summer months.
Sally Drayson looks after the island and keeps it looking lovely with flowers.
The Beamish Rally continues to be a great day in the village calendar and other motor vehicle events including the Dales Rally & the Yorkshire Dales Rally bring people to the village during the year.
Sycamore Hall is a thriving place for both young & old with the shop, hairdressers,  and recently Olive’s café, run by Emily Pickard-Guy is a great addition to the village
We welcome the new BAWB school with an Infant school here in Bainbridge and the Junior school based in Askrigg which will make both sites stronger and better for the future.
The Christmas light committee continue to amaze us with the great lights spectacular that makes Bainbridge look great at Christmas time. We once again put up the Parish Christmas tree, although it was a bit sparse and not the best tree that we have had, but we are reassured that we will have a better one this year.
Paul & Mathew Metcalfe continue to help us with a few jobs that they do for us as well as the work that they do in the Cemetery to make that nice and tidy.
There was great excitement in the village when we had a visit from HRH Prince William. He visited the Hydro system and some local businesses. He also chatted and was photographed with locals who were around on the day.
      

3.	Matters Arising from the Minutes of the 2025 Meeting and any Other Issues of Concern to Residents
	
     The Parish Council were asked at the 2025 meeting to consider requesting that NYC reduce the speed limit on the A684 through Worton to 30mph.
     This was agreed and there has been a lot of correspondence and also meetings held with the Highways Department. NYCllr. Yvonne Peacock has also been working on this. New road markings and signs have been agreed and these will be in place fairly soon.
 
      A resident at this years meeting raised their concerns regarding the Yorkshire Dales Rally which was held for the first time in March this year. This is intended to be a biennial event.
     This event was organised at the busiest time of the farming year – lambing time. They were told that it couldn’t be run at any other time because Natural England objected to the rally, if it was to be run after 1st April because of Bird Nesting season. The Yorkshire Dales National Park objected to it being run any later as it would have too large an impact on visitors to the area. The fact that the rally was at Lambing Time and the route was in primarily sheep farming locations in and around Raydale would appear not to have been considered.  This is the most important time for farmers in this area and they should not be prevented from doing their work. Ensuring lifestock is looked after is equally as valid as bird nesting. Even when there are roadworks in the area farmers still have access and are not prevented from crossing the road. When the organisers came round, they were told that it would have an impact on farmers on the closed route not being able to get to their livestock, but this was not taken seriously, and it felt this event was a ‘fait accompli’. The organiser kept saying that if a vet needed to be called then the stage could be stopped to allow this to happen, however if you cannot get to your livestock, you don’t know if a vet needs to be called. In the residents book it suggested moving stock to different fields. At this time of year fields are used for specific purposes and it is not always possible to move stock just for one day. Some vulnerable stock were moved closer to home, but due to the increase in road users with the competitors doing their preview’s and checks on the Saturday this had to be done in the dark. During the event planning, we were given a form to complete this was never collected. The communication differed between the Event organisers and the Stage set up team. Part of our issue was the unpredictability of Lake Semerwater as earlier that week it was flooded over the road. We were not given a resident’s book until the week before, this had more details than we had actually been told. On the day of the rally the roads were due to be closed at 8.45am but were closed at 8am. The residents book said that we would not be able to move once the road was closed. We were up early to do relevant checks before the roads were closed but livestock do not work to schedules and one of us was not able to get back to the farm before road closures. If it wasn’t for the stage being stopped due to the unfortunate event of a spectator falling ill, they would have been stuck not being allowed to get back to deal with livestock at home. There were people in a pasture that they had no permission to be in. The day after the rally the organisers drove round looking for damage, if not seen by one of us we do not feel they would have stopped to see us. We spoke with the organiser and challenged him on the inconsistency in the communication we received. He gave the impression that any loss in income maybe recompensed if there was any money left after the accounts were completed. It’s not about any loss of income, it is about respecting farmers and the work they do. He also said that we were merely inconvenienced. We were not merely inconvenienced we were prevented from carrying out our work. He stated that the event will be held at the same time in 2028. 
     We wish to register our objection to this stage being held again on the following grounds: 1. Lambing time/calving time – a crucial time in the farming calendar. This area is primarily farming and as food producers’ farmers should not be told they cannot go about their day-to-day work. 2. Loss of income 3. The unpredictability of Lake Semerwater – this winter the Lake has been flooded and over the road several times – what is the point of having the expense of running a stage that could be cancelled should it flood.

     The Parish Council discussed the residents objections, and felt that they were valid. It was noted however that other businesses in the Area did profit from the Rally and the extra visitors that it brought in.    
      It was resolved that the Clerk should write to the Rally organisers requesting that they move the date of any future rally to before lambing time which runs from the second week in March until the beginning if May, or that they leave out the Raydale section. 

4.	Date of the Next Annual Meeting
	The next annual meeting is due to take place in May 2027 with details advised nearer the time.

	

Signed as a True Record                                                             Dated

