
 Bainbridge Parish Council 
 Minutes of the Annual Parish Council meeting held on 18th May 2026
Present:
Parish Cllrs:  :  Cllr. James Peacock (Chair); Cllr. Darren Percival(Vice-Chair) ; Cllr.Miriam Cloughton; Cllr. Thomas Tennant; 

Parish Clerk: Mrs Kate Kelly, also Responsible Financial Officer.

Apologies: Cllr. Samantha Parfitt.

Bainbridge Parish Council
	1
	Chairman reminded everyone present of the right to record the meeting although the Council would not be doing so. 

	2
	Election of Parish Council Chairman & Vice Chairman
The Clerk sought nominations for the role of Chairman of the Parish Council. 
Cllr. Cloughton nominated Cllr. James Peacock and this was seconded by Cllr. Tennant. Everyone was in agreement and Cllr Peacock was therefore appointed for a further period.
The Clerk then sought nominations for the role of Vice-Chairman of the Parish Council.  Cllr Cloughton nominated Cllr Darren Percival and this was seconded by Cllr Tennant.  Everyone was in agreement and Cllr Percival accepted the position for a further period.
Thanks were expressed to both Councillors for undertaking these roles for the past year and congratulations expressed on their re-election.

	3
	Acceptance of Office

Cllr. Peacock signed the Acceptance of Office form for Chairman of the Parish Council.

	4
	Consideration of Apologies for Absence
Cllr. Parfitt was unable to attend due to being away on holiday.

	5
	Declarations of Interest
None

	6
	Minutes of Parish Council meeting held on Tuesday 17th March 2026
The minutes of the meeting held on Tuesday 17th March 2026 had been circulated to all Councillors and posted on the website. Cllr Cloughton proposed that they be adopted as an accurate record of proceedings and this was seconded by Cllr. Peacock. The minutes were signed by the Chair.

	7
	Ongoing Matters 

	7.1
	Bainbridge Village Green
· Lawn Mower – Fuel.
Metcalfe’s garage had advised that we were no longer eligible to use red diesel for the mower. The Clerk checked with YLCA and they confirmed that this is correct.
             This matter is now resolved.
· Coronation Bench – The plaque is now on the Bench, William Lambert came and smoothed off the loose bark.

             This matter is now resolved.
· Fence Posts – Some need replacing and Cllr. Percival is dealing with this. It was resolved at the last meeting to order more so that we have them in stock when required.

· Split Tree- Cllr. Parfitt asked Dave Allen to check if any action was required. We haven’t heard back from him yet.

· Cllr. Parfitt had emailed the Clerk to advise that the seat in front of Congs Chapel requires the arm to be mended and that the cast-iron bench on the main green has a broken slat which needs replacing. It was suggested that the broken bench in front of the Old Schoolhouse be got rid of and bits of this used to repair the others. – It was resolved that these repairs should be carried out. 

· Cllr Peacock and the Clerk will empty the collection boxes prior to the busy bank holiday weekend.

	7.2
	Speed Limit on A684 through Worton

After our meeting in March NYC Cllr, Yvonne Peacock wrote to the Head of NYC Highways requesting that they reconsider the decision to not reduce the speed limit to 30mph. He replied stating that due to the figures provided by the police they would not amend their decision.
The Clerk will go ahead and apply for the grant funding from NYC Cllr. Peacock to assist with the cost of the new signs.

	7.3
	Street Lights in Worton
NYC agreed to replace the street light in Worton but this still has not been done. The Clerk will write requesting a timescale for the work to be completed. 
Kate our Clerk is also Clerk to Hawes & High Abbotside PC and they have a meeting arranged with Highways to discuss various outstanding issues. She will raise this matter at that meeting.
It was resolved that this matter be carried forward to the next meeting.

	7.4
	Worton Public Telephone Box
The payphone is still not working.

The Clerk will contact BT again requesting a date for the replacement telephone being fitted and operational.

	7.5
	YDNPA

Stile on footpath at Ghyll Edge

Information sign at Ivy Cottage

Nigel Metcalfe has agreed to move the sign at Ivy Cottage and this is on a list of work to be done. 

He has spoken to the owners of Ghyll Edge re the possibility of replacing the stile with a gate .

	7.6
	Speed Limit on Road past Riverdale
A proposal has been received from Ian Beighton of NYC regarding the above. Ian has suggested that Warning signs saying “Children” with a supplementary sign plate saying “School”. These would be in two locations at either end of the road. The existing “Slippery Road” signpost could be used at one end. The other will require a new post. Ian asked if we could check if the landowner of the proposed site for the new post would allow this. The landowner has not granted permission but the Parish Council have proposed an alternative site on the opposite side of the road as this is owned by ourselves.
The Clerk will contact Ian to advise him of our decision. It was also resolved to paint SLOW road markings at each end of the road.

	7.7
	Speed Limit on A684 in Bainbridge
 The Parish Council suggestion that the speed limit extension should start opposite the entrance to the cemetery has been agreed by NYC and the necessary legal processes are being undertaken.

	7.8
	Yorkshire Dales Rally
This item was covered in the Annual Residents Meeting.

	8.
	 Planning applications

To consider planning applications.

None received.

	9.


	Planning Decisions

To receive decisions/information relating to recent planning applications:-
· Full planning permission and relevant demolition of an unlisted building in a conservation area in respect of works to take down approx. 10 metres of existing drystone retaining wall that has collapsed and rebuild with reinforcement but with the parapet constructed in traditional drystone to maintain the existing appearance at Friends Meeting House, Bainbridge, Leyburn (GR:393438, 490362) - R/52/152J- approved conditional
· Full planning permission for subdivision of house and attached barn into 2 No. dwelling units (following granted permission for residential conversion of attached barn to allow extension of existing living space of existing dwelling under Ref: R/52/201A) at Brough House, Bainbridge, Leyburn, DL8 3EQ - R/52/201B- This application is noted as under consideration.

	10
	Protected Tree Applications

None received

	11
	Highways matters

The following updates were received regarding the issues raised at the previous meetings.

· Village Sign for Cubeck

The new sign was approved but no date given yet for installation.
· Bridge repair at Semerwater – no update from NYC.
· Stake Road- on Portal

· Stalling Busk- on Portal
The Clerk has a meeting arranged with NYC on behalf of Hawes & High Abbotside Parish Council and will use this as an opportunity to raise our outstanding issues.

NYC is holding Parish workshops but unfortunately the Clerk is unable to attend on the proposed dates.

	12
	YLCA

The membership is up for renewal at a cost of £250.00 for the year.

 It was resolved that this should be renewed.

	13
	Insurance Renewal

Our policy is due for renewal at a cost of £683.34 for the year. Cllr. Peacock has reviewed the Policy.

 It was resolved that this should be renewed.

	14
	Financial Matters

	14.1


	To approve the following accounts for payment:

· Mrs K Kelly- Clerks salary March 26- £205.48

· HMRC – P30 – Quarter 4 - £154.85

· Mr J Banks- Grasscutting- Cemetery- £100.00

· Yorkshire Dales Accountancy – Fees April25-March 26- £204.00

· Metcalfe Groundworks – Cemetery – Maintenance -£504.00pd

· AIG- Hiscox Insurance- Renewal of Premium - £683.34

· YLCA – Membership Subcription26/27- £250.00
· Andrews Signs & Engravers Ltd- £64.80
· NYC- PlayPark- Inspections 25/26- £259.26
· J M Reynolds – Internal Audit - £60.00
· Unity Trust Bank – Bank charges-April - £7.00pd
· Mrs K Kelly- Clerks salary March 26- £205.68

· HP Ink- Stationery- Printer Ink £6.49

	14.2
	The following receipts were acknowledged.

· North Yorkshire Council – Precept £3942.50

	14.3
	To receive the latest bank balances and sign statements

Copies of bank statements to 30th April 2026 were presented and signed.

Current balances were reported as follows:-

Unity Bank Account Number 20441542 £12137.93
Unity Bank Account Number 20445111 £10879.87
Unity Bank Account Number 20445124 £11863.42

	14.4
	Year End Accounts

· The Accounts for the year end 31st March 2026 had been circulated to Councillors prior to the meeting. The Clerk has completed the Year End Accounts and the Internal Audit has been completed by Jo Reynolds. The Clerk read out the Notes to the Accounts and the Auditors Report. 

· The AGAR (Annual Governance & Accountability Return 2025/26 was completed and signed by the Chair of the Meeting. 
· It was resolved to send the Certificate of  Exemption to PKF Littlejohn, the external auditors, as t/o under £25k. 

The Clerk will ensure these documents are sent and that everything is posted on the website per the laid down procedures.

· VAT return – The Clerk will complete this prior to the next meeting.

	15
	Correspondence 

To consider the following correspondence received and decide action where necessary:-

	15.1
	Hawes Band
An email was received suggesting that Hawes Band should play on the Village Green on Sunday 30th August. 

This was agreed.

This matter is now resolved.

	15.2
	Olives Café

An email was received requesting that picnic benches be placed on the grass outside for customers of the café.

It was resolved that the Parish Council have no objections to this but we should advise them that Andrew will cut around them and not move the benches. The café would need to arrange to cut the grass under the benches.
This matter is now resolved.

	15.3
	150th Anniversary of the opening of the Settle-Carlisle railway to passengers 
An email was received from Ruth Annison high-lighting this event and advising that a Commemorative Book had been printed and that copies had been provided for the Councillors and Clerk.
The Council thanked Mrs Annison

	16
	Children’s Play Area 

There has been no report from North Yorkshire Council. The Clerk will contact NYC if no report is received prior to our next meeting.
Paul Metcalfe will be asked to take down the zip wire for the annual service.

	18
	Cemetery

Karen Prudden, Superintendent for the Cemetery was unable to attend the meeting but the Clerk read out her annual report. The report is attached and forms part of these minutes.

The Council were very concerned that two burials have taken place in incorrect spaces despite markers being placed. The Parish Council have asked that Karen advises the Funeral Directors that they have to book a time to come and dig the grave so that she can be there and prevent any further issues.
The Council thanked Karen for her work regarding the Cemetery.

Updates re cemetery:

· Additional land –Cllr. Parfitt spoke to YDNPA re the possible new site and was advised that as this is further away from the roman fort this would not need a geophysical survey carried out.

It was resolved that Cllr. Percival will speak to the landowner re the proposed new site. Once he has done so the Clerk will take this forward as soon as possible.
· Tree Trimming- This has been done and this item is now resolved.

· Additional Grass Cut- John Banks had suggested one additional cut due to the grass growing so quickly at the present time and this was agreed.

· Audit of Headstones – Cllr. Parfitt has agreed to undertake this.

	18
	Parish Clerk
All Councillors are now using their gov.uk email addresses. Most felt that it was working better having a separate email for Council business only./
The Clerk will arrange for a note of the new website address to be placed on the old website.

The old email address for the Clerk/ Council will be monitored for a short time and then closed.

	19
	Upper Dales Health Watch
 Cllr. Cloughton gave an update re the new Reeth Branch surgery. Letters will be going out to all parishioners. 

	20
	Police Report

No update had been received.

	21
	YDNPA- Northern Parish Forum
Cllr. Peacock attended this and the notes were circulated to the Council.

	22
	Agenda Items 

It was reported there was a box cover near the telephone box that had been re-cemented in after Quick Line had been working there but that it is loose.
It was resolved that the Clerk would report this to NYC.

It was noted that NYC are proposing to increase charges for all public toilets in NY to 40p. It was felt that it was better to have a higher charge but keep the facilities.

	23
	Date of next meeting.

Next meeting to be held on 13th July 2026 at 7.00pm


Signed as a true record.                                                                                           Dated.
